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HONOLuLU,~The HonorableToddApo, ChairAnd Membersof theCity CouncilHonoluluCity Council

530 SouthKing Street,Room202
Honolulu, HI 96813

DearChairApo andmembersof theCity Council:

Subject:Supportfor FY10Budgetfor the Mayor’sOffice of EconomicDevelopment
Bill 15 CD2 ExecutiveOperatingBudget

My nameis Jean-PierreCercillieux,ExecutiveVice-PresidentandGeneralManagerof TheNewOtani Kaimana
BeachHoteland I supportthe ideaof theCity havinga Tourismfundfor their FYI 0 budgettopromoteTourismto
Hawaii.

To promoteHawaiiweneedsupportandperiodicvisits of our electedofficials togetherwith the industry
stakeholdersto majormainlandmarketsandoverseas.

Our economyis in a seriousrecession.Tourism,ournumberoneindustry, is ina crisismodeand it is imperative
that leadershipeffortsbemadenow to reviveandmaintainthe industryas muchandasquickly aspossible.

Reducingpublic fundingfor tourismmarketingwill beunthinkablefor thenextseveralyears,regardlessof the
searchfor waysto find moneyduring thesehardtimes. That is becausetourism marketingis aninvestmentin jobs,
futuretax revenues,andeconomicwell beingfor everyonein the state.

I stronglysupportMayor Hannemann’sproposalto work with thevisitor industryandour neighborislandcounty
mayorsto supporttourismandhelpaccelerateHawaii’s economicrecovery. ThroughtheCouncilof Mayors,they
arecomingtogetherandjoiningwith theprivatesectorto establisha statewidespecialtourismmarketingfund.
MayorHannemannis proposinganominalamountfor Honoluluof only $100,000. Hehasalreadysecured
$100,000from a local bankto increaseHonolulu’scontributionto theeffortandwill work to raiseadditional funds.

Oneof theprogramsto be executedwith this specialtourismmarketingfund is a 4-CountyMayorsWestCoast
campaignin conjunctionwith HVCB andall countyvisitorsbureausto boostvisitor arrivalsto benefitour counties
from our largestsourcemarketson theWestCoast. This typeof promotionalcampaignhashistoricallyprovento be
successfulin generatinga surgeofbookings.

I urgeyou to supportthis projectandthankyoufor yourcontinuedsupportfor thetourismindustryduring these
economicallychallengingtimes.

With BestAloha,

Jean-PierreCercillieux
ExecutiveV.P.& GeneralManager

On t.he Beach at Waikiki MISC. COM. 1171
The Nosy Otaoi Group of Hotels
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